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Most universities have well 
developed VLEs:
So what’s the problem?
We are not fully 
exploiting the 
potential of new 
technologies
Traditional model of  higher education
 Dilutes the learning experience
 Ephemeral
 Superficial approach to learning. 
 Deprives students of social aspects
 Forces students to learn in isolation. 
A way of reducing costs
INNATE RESISTANCE TO  TECHNOLOGY:

“For most of  the 
twentieth century our 
educational system has 
been built on the 
assumption that teaching 
is necessary for learning 
to occur …. This model 
simply cannot keep up 
with the rapid rate of  




















Becoming part of a
Community of Practice
Are we overlooking something?
The technologies we now have 
available to us fit in perfectly 
with this approach to education
Citing Conole (2008):
“Arguably…. there has 
never been a better 
alignment of  current 
thinking in terms of  
good pedagogy …… 
with current practices in 









“…learning should be viewed in terms of  an 
environment – combined with the rich resources 
provided by the digital information network –
where the context in which learning happens, the 
boundaries that define it, and the students, 
teachers, and information within it, all coexist and 




Survey of new Undergraduate Construction Studies Students – Westminster - Sept 2011
Survey of new Undergraduate Construction Studies Students – Westminster - Sept 2011
• 89% had PC / laptop
• 16% had iPad or similar
• 87% had smart phone
Survey of new Undergraduate Construction Studies Students – Westminster - Sept 2011
• 66% did not regularly update 
their Facebook status
• 80% did not have a Twitter 
account
Survey of new Undergraduate Construction Studies Students – Westminster - Sept 2011
• 86% had never 
maintained a blog
• 73% had never, or 
rarely, read a blog 
Survey of new Undergraduate Construction Studies Students – Westminster - Sept 2011
• 72% had never contributed 
to a wiki
• 54% had never contributed 
to a discussion board
Survey of new Undergraduate Construction Studies Students – Westminster - Sept 2011
• 53% had never used image 
hosting services
• 78% had never used social 
bookmarking services
Survey of new Undergraduate Construction Studies Students – Westminster - Sept 2011
What does this tell us?
We can’t assume 
















Must be properly designed
New 15 credit module for first year students taken 
intensively over a six week period at start of course
GROUP PROJECT
Collaborative project. Students 
work in groups to undertake 
research and create a wiki based 
on a recently completed building. 
Use of other technologies  
strongly encouraged.
GROUP PRESENTATION
Students work in groups to prepare 
and deliver a brief presentation 
using MS PowerPoint
INDIVIDUAL E-PORTFOLIO
A personal electronic portfolio 
prepared using Google Sites. 
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